The many Metis leaders who had fought for nearly a decade to have land set aside for the exclusive benefit of their people had envisaged the Settlements as a means by which the Metis would gain control of their own destiny …. [T] hrough the constant efforts of the various leaders, the Settlements have gradually taken over increasing control of their own affairs. Their goal is to create self-reliant, secure, and prosperous communities built on the strengths of Land and Culture. However the manner in which this goal is eventually achieved is perhaps more important than the goal itself …. Outside resources are a necessary part of settlement growth, however it is essential that the application of these resources be controlled and directed by the community through their local government framework. 1
On 16 May 2013, the Alberta Government and the Metis Settlements General Council [MSGC] announced that a new "Co-Management Agreement" had been achieved. 2 The new agreement amends the original Co-Management Agreement [CMA] set out as Schedule 3 to the Metis Settlements Act [MSA] . 3 The new agreement has been viewed very positively by the MSGC:
"The Metis Settlements General Council is excited about the co-management agreement," said Randy Hardy, Council President.
"The potential revenues and economic opportunities generated by this agreement are an essential component to the long term sustainability of the Settlements. This signing marks yet another historic day in the continuing partnership between the Government of Alberta and the Metis Settlements." 4 "It allows us to get in on the real action, on the business part of the monies -that is where the lion's share is," Metis Settlements General Council president Randy Hardy said.
"We can pick and choose our investors (and) partners and we can move at the pace that communities feel comfortable. 
A. THE SETTLEMENTS AND OIL AND GAS
The CMA cannot by itself produce revenues or economic opportunities. Resource revenues presuppose resources. 6 While the presence of hydrocarbons cannot be predicted on the basis of low-resolution high-level governmental maps, there is good reason to believe that Alberta's Métis
Settlements -compared to many other Alberta locations -are situated in locations with respectable resource development prospects.
The MSA recognizes eight Métis Settlements -Buffalo Lake, East Prairie, Elizabeth, Fishing Lake, Gift Lake, Kikino, Paddle Prairie, and Peavine. 7 The Settlements are located across central and north-west Alberta 8 -Elizabeth and Fishing Lake, 37 and 93 km south of Cold Lake, respectively; 9
